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WHAT  

ARE YOUR 

FUNERAL 

PLANNING 

OPTIONS?

A funeral is a beautiful celebration of 

one’s life and pre-planning helps protect 

those we leave behind. 

For your free Information Pack, fill out 

the coupon and mail it to:

Yeppoon-Emu Park Funerals

17 James Street, Yeppoon, QLD, 4703

Name 

Address 

Yeppoon-Emu Park Funerals
(In with Tanby Roses) 

17 James Street, Yeppoon • 4939 4055
12457464-SN36-20

Paid parking returns 
to the lagoon precinct 
Paid parking at the Yeppoon Lagoon pre-
cinct will recommence from 5 October after 
being suspended due to Covid-19.

Regulated parking in Yeppoon was rein-
stated in July.

Vibrant Community (Tourism, Events 
and Culture) portfolio councillor Tanya 
Lynch said regulated and paid parking was 
initially suspended in March to assist busi-
nesses as a result of Covid-19 impacts.

“Over the past few months, due to eas-
ing government restrictions, there’s been a 
significant increase in business and leisure 
activity in the shire and it’s time paid park-
ing was reinstated,” Cr Lynch said.

“The school holidays have seen a boost 
in revenue for a lot of businesses in Yep-

poon and reinstating paid parking around 
Yeppoon Lagoon facilitates fairer and more 
equitable access to convenient parking.

“Council will install additional signage 
at the facility for those who regularly visit 
the Yeppoon Lagoon and may not be aware 
of the changes.”

Council is reminding patrons to park 
front-in and to only park in the designated 
parking bays.

Visitors can make payments via card 
only pay stations or by using the Capricorn 
Coast Smart Parking App.

The Yeppoon Lagoon also has a drop-off 
zone and patrons can park in the Yeppoon 
multi-level car park all day for free.
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The economics of Covid
By David French, The Investment Collective 

People who have not studied economics are 
often surprised to learn that it’s not about 
money, it’s about welfare.

Often, what’s good for the individual may 
not be good for the whole.

Many people don’t understand that, or 
they don’t want to accept it. Often that’s due 
to self-interest, but just as often it’s due to a 
mindset that suggests the government is al-
ways responsible for fixing problems faced by 
individuals.

The fact is, people are always putting a val-
ue on life. Many people take out life insurance, 
a process by which they ascribe a value to their 
own life. Governments send soldiers to war in 
the belief that the lives lost will result in some 
outcome of value.

Hospitals are always allocating resources to 
where they believe the best can be done.

Courts regularly ascribe a value to life and 
loss of amenity - in the case of CTP claims - of-
ten very specifically.

While we all want to protect our loved ones, 
it is wrong to create an expectation that all 
lives can be saved for the sake of insisting that 
society takes on more and more of a burden. 
In a recent analysis, academics estimated that 
we are currently spending double the standard 
value that currently ascribes to a year of life. If 
this is true, then in the name of Covid-19, vast 
amounts of money are being redirected from 
current and future needs while collateral dam-
age, which is notoriously difficult to measure, 
is everywhere. That collateral damage includes 
loss of jobs, mental health issues and increases 
in domestic violence, suicide and even mur-
ders.

This economic and social damage will en-
sure these issues persist for years. They cannot 
be fixed by throwing $10-$20 million at Lifeline 
or Beyond Blue.

Worse, those directing the resources do not 
suffer direct consequences. The states make 
policies they claim are in the interests of the 
people, but happen to avoid taking any re-
sponsibility for really hard decisions.

There are at least two commissions of in-
quiry in two states, regarding government 
handling of certain aspects of the pandemic, 
and the reported responses of politicians and 
bureaucrats should alert us that accountabil-
ity is thin on the ground. Ultimately, there are 
only two ways out of Covid-19: a successful 
vaccine, or learning to live with it. Eradication 
is a pipe dream but however you dress it up, 
this is what’s being sold to the public.

Of great concern to me, seems to be a funda-
mental lack of effort in establishing a baseline 
regarding the severity of the problem:

 · No country has engaged in random sam-
pling of its population to ascertain the over-
all incidence of Covid-19. The testing that is 
done is biased towards the characteristics 
of those that present for testing, or perhaps 
those that don’t.

 · Across countries, there are no standardised 
measurements of death rates. Some coun-
tries are relying on symptoms as presented 
to ascribe the cause of death, rather than 

through testing, meaning people dying from 
any respiratory infection will be counted.

 · Reporting in the media is often narrow, shal-
low, and politicised. Facts are scant.

 · Politicians defer to ‘medical advice’ and ‘the 
modelling’ but the increases in the number 
of infections seem more related to its spread 
across a country with a large population, 
rather than exponential growth in any one 
area.

I cannot conceive why the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) has not, at the very least, 
set in place standardised criteria for measure-
ment of the problem. The Centre for Disease 
Control and Prevention in the United States 
has suggested that the actual Covid-19 infec-
tion rate could be 10 times higher than re-
ported. The Australian National University, in 
the first study of its kind in Australia based on 
proper random sampling, found that rather 
than the 11,000 cases of Covid-19 reported, the 
actual number is more likely to be 70,000.

These findings from both organisations 
point to a fatality rate far below what is being 
reported by state premiers and the media. The 
paucity of the data analysis is unforgivable and 
so are the consequences of these half-baked 
policy measures.

As I see it, from about 10 weeks ago, our 
state premiers moved from a combined ap-
proach to a grossly populist approach. 

To assess their actions, it’s worth 
remembering:

 · We have faced many challenges in the past 
and very often, the salvation lies not in the 
measures undertaken by ‘leaders’ but in ex-
ternal, often unrelated, events. Sometimes 

It’s impossible to know the true spread of Covid-19 without random testing, David French says.

things will run their own course, no matter 
the efforts we exert.

 · We should be careful with how much faith 
we place in people who hold themselves out 
to have answers to such complex questions. 
We should be doubly careful when these 
people have vested personal interests in the 
narrative, but not the outcome.

 · There may be other measures that could im-
prove overall outcomes. We should open our 

minds when Russia says it has a vaccine, or 

when practitioners offer anecdotal observa-

tions that one or other existing drug helps.

I think we all have a duty to speak up when 

we see things that concern us. To not be con-

cerned about the behaviour of our state pre-

miers and their bureaucratic elite is to suc-

cumb to a laziness of thought that will cost us, 

and our offspring, for a lifetime.


